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Statement on the Interagency Commission on Crime and Security in
United States Seaports Report
September 7, 2000

I am pleased to receive the report of the
Interagency Commission on Crime and Security
in U.S. Seaports. In April 1999 I directed the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Attorney General,
and the Secretary of Transportation to establish
the Commission to undertake a comprehensive
study of the nature and extent of crime in our
seaports and the state of security in those sea-
ports. I also direct the Commission to review
the ways in which Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments are responding to the problem and
develop recommendations for improving law en-
forcement and crime prevention.

Seaports are a key component of our Nation’s
Marine Transportation System and serve as
major gateways for international commerce. As
barriers to trade and travel are reduced and
volumes of international cargo and passengers
continue to grow, opportunities for criminals to
exploit or disrupt maritime commerce increase.
It is thus essential that we maintain effective
security and border control measures to thwart
criminals seeking to use our seaports for ter-

rorism, fraud, theft, or smuggling of illegal
drugs, migrants, weapons, and other contraband.

The Commission’s report documents the cur-
rent crime problem in seaports, identifies
present and projected security threats, and rec-
ommends a number of useful measures aimed
at reducing the vulnerability of maritime com-
merce and its supporting infrastructure. The
Chief of Staff has initiated a review of the Com-
mission’s recommendations, with a view to im-
plementing them as appropriate.

I would like to commend Secretary Summers,
Attorney General Reno, and Secretary Slater for
their leadership in this important initiative. I
would also like to express my appreciation to
cochairs Commissioner Ray Kelly of the U.S.
Customs Service, Administrator Clyde Hart of
the U.S. Maritime Administration, and Assistant
Attorney General Jim Robinson, Department of
Justice, to their fellow commissioners, and to
the professional staff for their vision and hard
work in carrying out this initiative.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President Jiang Zemin
of China in New York City
September 8, 2000

Permanent Normal Trade Relations With China/
National Missile Defense System

Q. Can you offer any assurances to President
Jiang on the China trade bill, that it will eventu-
ally be passed, and on the national defense sys-
tem that you deferred last week?

President Clinton. I believe the legislation will
pass, and I’m pleased at the progress it’s making
in the Senate. But of course, we still have some
work to do. The missile defense issue will be
resolved by my successor, although I hope we
get a chance to talk about it a little bit today.

Human Rights in China
Q. Mr. President, will you make any requests

of President Zemin on the question of human

rights as attached to the permanent normal
trade relations bill?

President Clinton. We’re going to discuss
human rights issues, as we always do, but I
feel very strongly that PNTR should pass. And
I think, over the long run, it’s good for the
development of democracy and human rights
in China, and I know it’s good for America-
Chinese relationships over the long run.

United Nations Security Council Summit
Q. Mr. Clinton, I know that yesterday you

were present at the P–5 summit, which was
a Chinese initiative. So as the President of the
United States, also a permanent member of the
Security Council, what would you say about the
P–5 summit yesterday? And also, how do you
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see the role of China for international peace
and security in this century?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I think
it was a very good idea by President Jiang to
have the P–5 meet. I was amazed that they
had never met, or hadn’t met in a long time.
And I think it was a very good idea. And we
actually made a specific decision to, as a group,
help the Secretary- General implement his re-
port on peacekeeping and to continue to explore
what else we could do together.

I think it might be a forum in the future
that would provide an opportunity for Chinese
cooperation with the other members of the P–
5 in a way that would be very helpful to the
rest of the world, as well.

President Fidel Castro of Cuba
Q. Could you describe your encounter with

Fidel Castro yesterday?
The President. What Joe said is right. It just

happened. There were a whole lot of people
in a line. I was talking to them. I turned around,
and he was standing there. He apparently had
come up and waited, and we must have—the
encounter lasted just a few seconds. That’s all
that happened.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:40 a.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to White House Press Secretary Joe
Lockhart and United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Statement on a Revision of the United Nations’ Peacekeeping Costs
Assessment Scale
September 8, 2000

I am pleased that so many nations have an-
nounced their support for a revision of the
United Nations’ peacekeeping scale of assess-
ment, a revision that will better reflect the re-
ality of peacekeeping costs in the year 2000.
Much will depend on the outcome of this fall’s
deliberations, including the future of U.N.
peacekeeping.

Specifically, I want to express my personal
appreciation to the countries who have dem-
onstrated leadership by agreeing to assume addi-
tional financial responsibility under the peace-
keeping scale: Antigua and Barbuda, Bulgaria,
Kuwait, Malta, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Roma-
nia, and Slovenia. The formula used for funding

U.N. peacekeeping operations, the so-called
scale of assessment, is long out of step with
today’s realities and is in pressing need of
change.

Yesterday all permanent five members of the
Security Council supported a revision of the
peacekeeping financial structure. My team and
I will be working on this important issue for
the remainder of this administration.

The U.N. General Assembly will be debating
revisions to the scale of assessments over the
next few months. These deliberations will be
guided and inspired by the example of the coun-
tries.

Remarks at a Dinner for Hillary Clinton in New York City
September 8, 2000

Thank you. First of all, I want to thank
Jonathan for this incredible setting. It’s a beau-
tiful place. It makes me want to get in your
line of work, so I can have a place like this.
[Laughter] And I want to thank Jerry Colonna
and Barbara and Fernando and Ann Espuelas

and Andrew Rasiej and all the people on the
host committee and all of you who came tonight
for Hillary and for a better future for this coun-
try.

I want to thank these Senators here. Nothing
I was able to do in the last 8 years would
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